CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
March 2021

Activities and findings:
1. Strategic/Implementation Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C in Georgia, 2021-2025 
The draft for the Strategic/Implementation Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C in Georgia, 2021-2025 was shared with TAG members and other colleagues for the last review and feedback by March 30.

2. Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Meeting
A 2-day TAG meeting was held on March 15 and 16. About 100 participants joined the virtual session of the TAG meeting. Ambassador Degnan along with Ekaterine Tikaradze, the Minister of Health, Dr. Carolyn Wester, US CDC, Dr. Silviu Domente, WHO Georgia Office Head, a representative from Gilead Sciences, and Dr. Gamkrelidze, Director General for NCDC, made opening remarks to the audience.
The purpose of the meeting was to review progress in Georgia’s HCV Elimination Program since the last TAG Meeting, facilitate discussion, provide critical guidance and recommendations to the program to assist in reaching the targets, and provide input to be incorporated in the new National Strategy for the Elimination of Viral Hepatitis in Georgia, 2021–2025.
TAG meeting was organized by Elimination Plan Strategies with TAG members moderating each section.
Opening presentations included “Introduction of TAG Members and Meeting Overview” made by Dr. Carolyn Wester followed by “Overview and Progress of the HCV Elimination Program in Georgia and Strategic Plan for the Elimination of Hepatitis C in Georgia, 2021‐2025” by first deputy Minister Dr. Tamar Gabunia. “Hepatitis B: Georgia Perspective, Initial Steps” were discussed and “Interim Effect: Evaluation of the Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia” and Projects Based on Modelling the first session was finalized by “Key Issues and Challenges for Achieving HCV Elimination in Georgia”.
The next part was organized by strategy; presentations on key progress and challenges were followed by TAG moderated sessions and discussion.
Based on the presentations and discussion, the TAG developed the recommendations to aid the program in achieving the goal of hepatitis elimination.
The first draft of the recommendations for content review and to ensure appropriateness in the Georgian context has been shared with Ministry and NCDC.


3. Embassy communication hepatitis updates on HCV
Tbilisi team attended a meeting with the new Deputy Chief of Mission Rian Harker Harris. Sharing updates for the current month.


4. EASL-EILF session at ILC
As usual The EASL International Liver Foundation (EILF) and EASL program will include a session at Digital ILC 2021 which will showcase the latest achievements of the Foundation. The session is scheduled before the wrap-up session on Saturday 26 June from 2:00-3:00 pm CET.
During that session, the Foundation would be honored to present a 15-minute update on the EILF-CDC partnership, including the CoE Georgia program, particularly in such a disruptive year.  
As an option, it was proposed to focus on how the lab capacity over recent years has benefited from the COVID response. Preliminary Agreeing for Dr. Gamkrelidze to present “Georgia HCV Elimination Program: Successes and Challenges during COVID-19”.

5. Scientific committee meeting
Next SC committee meeting is scheduled for April 14. New study will be presented by FIND. They want to launch the project at the beginning of May about Introduction of self-testing as an intervention for screening uptake in PWIDs and MSM’s. They have not sent a concept note yet. Interim reports for the several projects will be presented as well.

6. Cooperative Agreement (Co Ag) projects

CDC Division of Viral hepatitis team and Tbilisi team SMEs/POCs for each project are continuing the provision of technical support for each project. There is daily communication between NCDC and Tbilisi team. 

Additionally, A Population-based Serosurvey of Prevalence and Risk Factors for Hepatitis C and Hepatitis B virus Infection in Georgia study protocol reviewed and approved by NCDC IRB (an exception was made to review without questionnaire). A final copy and questionnaire will need to be shared when available.

Survey will tentatively start in May. Georgia expressed interest in CDC HQ team’s travel and on-the-ground support to launch the serosurvey. There is a high possibility for this TDY. With this regards, DVH team
(Paige, Nancy, Shaun and Jan) has already received approval from their center, currently pursuing next steps and working to receive the approval from the front office at the Embassy. Proposed travel dates are May 8th-22nd. 

